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SPRINGFIELD - Training for Massachusetts police officers lags other states because of chronic under-funding in the state budget, members of the Massachusetts Chiefs of Police Association said yesterday. 
Past and present officers with the chiefs association met with the Republican editorial board yesterday to lobby for a bill that seeks to fund police training by assessing automobile insurance companies doing business in Massachusetts. 
Richard Marchese, association executive director, said police chiefs in Massachusetts support the bill as a means of creating a stable revenue stream "that is not jerked back and forth." 
The bill, proposed by Rep. Thomas Petrolati, D-Ludlow, calls for insurance companies to pay a charge of up to one quarter of 1 percent of all auto insurance premiums. 
Proponents say the legislation could raise as much as $15 million that would be used for better training programs mandated for police officers in the state. 
Opponents say the fee would mean added costs for Massachusetts motorists, who already are paying on average more than $1,100 for auto insurance. 
A similar formula has been in place for 30 years on home owners insurance policies, raising $9 million annually to train the state's 9,000 firefighters, Marchese said. 
Massachusetts this year allocated $2.49 million for training, which works out to about $148 for each of the some 17,000 municipal police officers, he said. 
This compares with the $889 per officer in Kentucky, $588 in California and $680 in New Hampshire. 
As recently as 1993, Massachusetts allocated $5.5 million for police training programs. 
West Springfield Chief Thomas Burke, chairman of the Municipal Police Training Committee, said the reductions have taken their toll. Officers have to pay out of their own pockets for mandatory training, and classes are held in dilapidated and inadequate facilities, he said. 
"We need to have a great curriculum that continually evolves so we have the best trained police officers in the country," he said. 
A statement from the association said "police recruits, or their municipalities, must pay nearly $3,000 to attend mandated recruit training." 
Retired chief George J. DiBlasi of Shrewbury, the association's director of government affairs, said the association realized the insurance industry would oppose the bill, but it was not prepared for the public outcry occurring when the legislation was introduced last month. 
He said motorists would be charged an additional $1.50 each year. 
