MCOPA Legislative Priorities for 2009
1.  Statewide Police Identification Cards                      Sen. James Timilty                 617-722-1222 

               

Allows EOPSS to establish criteria for the ID cards.  NO COST to the Commonwealth.

2. Clarification of Marijuana decriminalization            Sen. James Timilty               617-722-1222

This will correct the most critical problems with the Decriminalization ballot question.  It will remove the THC language to eliminate Hashish, requires truthful identification of the person,  sets a standard of “preponderance of the evidence” in Clerks hearings, clarifies search and seizure, allows consideration for LTC issuance,  an allow government agencies to set regulations for drug use.

3.  Local By-Law for Triple I Checks                            Sen. James Timilty              617-722-1222
               

Solves problem of FBI restriction against local police doing records checks for local licenses.

                                                   

4. Refusal to stop during Police Pursuit                        Sen. Jennifer Flanagan        617-7222425   

               Increases the penalty for operators who fail to stop for police officers. 

5. Retirement Group 4 (Joint w, Fire)                            Sen. Jennifer Flanagan       617-722-1230  

               Allows group four employees to remain in group four when taking other specific positions in State Government. 

This could be VERY important when fill the new MPTC Directors job. 

6. Clarification of Fresh Pursuit (LeBlanc)                     Sen. Joan Menard              617-722-1494             

                                                                                                                                                                                       

In 1990, the Supreme Judicial Court ruled in Commonwealth v. LeBlanc that a Massachusetts statute barred police officers from stopping motorists across a city or town border unless the officer had reason to believe that the motorist had committed an arrestable offense in the officer’s presence.    

The SJC has said that, “(i)f the Legislature in its wisdom wishes to broaden the powers of police officers 

acting outside of their territorial jurisdictions, it may amend G.L. c. 41 § 98A, to accomplish this purpose.”  

   

