Legislative Update

March 20, 2008
Chiefs Bills:
HB 2285  An Act Relative to Issuing a License to Carry Firearms to Law Enforcement Officers

	03/18/2008 – 
	H Reported favorably by Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security 


Authorizes law enforcement officers employed by the licensing authority to apply for receipt of a license to carry firearms or renewal of same; authorizes the granting of said application; exempts law enforcement officers applying for said license through their employing agencies from payment of renewal fees.  
HB 1981  An Act Relating to Police Auctions.

	03/19/2008 – 
	H Note: extension order filed 


SECTION 1. Section 8 of Chapter 35 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2004 Official Edition, is hereby amended by adding the following after the sentence ending with “such city.”: -

 Alternatively, the department may use any other licensed auction service, including sale over the Internet.
HB 3054 An Act Relative to the Trafficing of Methamphetamine

	03/19/2008 –     

	H Note: extension order filed 



	
	


SECTION 1.  Section 32E, subparagraph (b) of Chapter 94C as appearing in the 2006 Official Edition of the General Laws is hereby amended by changing the reference in the second line from “clause (3) of paragraph (c)” to “clause (2) of paragraph (c).”
Non-Chief But legislation but Important to Chiefs
HB 2364 An Act Relative to Firearms: No cost for law enforcement officers

	03/18/2008 – 
	H Reported favorably by Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security accompanying HB2291 


Any person 70 years or older and any law enforcement officer applying for a license to carry firearms through his employing agency shall be exempt from the requirement of paying a renewal fee for a Class A or Class B license to carry
HB 2586 Carry over of out of state pensions:  

	05/17/2007 – 
	H Discharged and referred to House Committee on Ways and Means 

	
	Authorizes a police officer who is a member in service of a county, city or town contributory retirement system to receive creditable service for any period of time where they served in a police force in one of the 49 states outside of the Commonwealth, so long as they pay into the system the amounts that would have been deducted if they had been serving in the Commonwealth for that period of time. These provisions must be accepted by a county, city or town contributory retirement system before they can take effect for that jurisdiction




***  03/19/2008 HB3224 - 
An Act Relative to Global Positioning System Technology and 




Public Employees. 
Action: H Reported favorably by Joint Committee on State Administration and Regulatory Oversight

	

	


Prohibits the state government and its political subdivisions from using Global Positioning System technology (GPS) to monitor or track their employees unless it is agreed to in a collective bargaining agreement; articulates MGL 7:52-56 as regulating the implementation and use of said technology in the absence of a collective bargaining agreement
Other Bill Reported out Favorably

03/18/2008 SB197 - An Act Relative to an Underage Law Enforcement Agent, Enabling Them to Lawfully Participate in a Selective Liquor Enforcement Program 
Action: S Reported favorably by Joint Committee on Consumer Protection and Professional Licensure
03/18/2008 SB755 - An Act Relative to Housing Discrimination Against Victims of Domestic Violence, Rape, Sexual Assault and Stalking 
Action: S Reported favorably by Joint Committee on Housing with redraft

SB 1402 An Act Relative to the Exposure of Public Safety officials to the Aids Virus and Infectious Hepatitis  

	03/18/2008 – 
	S Reported favorably by Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security 


Authorizes public safety officials, including police, fire fighters, and medical personnel, exposed to the blood or other bodily fluids of a defendant in the course of their duties, and thus at risk of exposure to AIDS or hepatitis, to petition the court to order HLTV-III, HBV and HCV antibody or antigen testing of the defendant; requires the courts to grant said motion upon a finding of a transfer of bodily fluids; regulates the release of test results.

SB 2120 Providing Automobile Insurance Special Investigators With Access to Department of Motor Vehicle Photographs.    

	03/13/2008 – 
	S Reported favorably by Joint Committee on Transportation 


Authorizes the registry of motor vehicles to impose a reasonable fee for providing computerized access to Massachusetts drivers license information to Massachusetts motor vehicle insurers and the insurance fraud bureau of Massachusetts; articulates permissible use of said information by said organizations; establishes the Registry of Motor Vehicles Anti-Fraud Trust Fund to consist of the collection of said fee.   

Bills Sent to Study Committee
03/18/2008 HB328 - An Act Relative to Identity Theft Protection 
Action: H Note: extension order filed
03/19/2008 HB2001 - An Act Establishing a Police Technology Fund 
Action: H Accompanied study order Joint Committee on Municipalities and Regional Government

03/18/2008 SB193 - An Act Prohibiting Alcoholic Beverage Vaporizers 
Action: S Accompanied study order Joint Committee on Consumer Protection and Professional Licensure

03/18/2008 SB225 - An Act to Reduce the Furnishing or Procuring of Alcohol to a Minor by an Adult 
Action: S Accompanied study order Joint Committee on Consumer Protection and Professional Licensure 


03/19/2008 SB1384 - An Act Relative to Suspicion-less Police Searches On Public Transportation 
Action: S Accompanied study order Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security

03/19/2008 SB1376 - Establishing a Regional Lockup Facility in Worcester County 
Action: S Accompanied study order Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security
03/19/2008 SB1374 - An Act Relating to the Regualtion of Roadwork Details in towns Lacking 24 Hour Per Day Police Department Coverage 
Action: S Accompanied study order Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security
03/19/2008 SB1368 - An Act Protecting Police Officers While Making a Lawful Arrest 
Action: S Accompanied study order Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security
03/19/2008 SB1386 - An Act Relative to Protecting the Identity of a 911 Caller 
Action: S Accompanied study order Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security
03/19/2008 SB1869 - Further Regulating Access to Public Records. 
Action: S Accompanied study order Joint Committee on State Administration and Regulatory Oversight

03/18/2008 HB207 - An Act Further Regulating Door to Door Sales 
Action: H Accompanied study order Joint Committee on Consumer Protection and Professional Licensure 
03/18/2008 HB265 - An Act to Protect Identity Theft Victims 
Action: H Accompanied study order Joint Committee on Community Development and Small Businesses


03/18/2008 HB333 - An Act Relative to Identity Theft in the Commonwealth 
Action: H Accompanied study order Joint Committee on Community Development and Small Businesses

03/18/2008 HB336 - An Act Protecting Residents of the Commonwealth from Door to Door Solicitors 
Action: H Accompanied study order Joint Committee on Consumer Protection and Professional Licensure

03/19/2008 HB3802 - Relative to prohibiting police pursuits of motor vehicles in residential areas. 
Action: H Accompanied study order Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security
03/19/2008 HB3478 - An Act Establishing a Primary Seat Belt Law 
Action: H Accompanied study order Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security 


03/19/2008 HB2409 - An Act Relative to a Junior Operator Seat Belt Requirement. 
Action: H Accompanied study order Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security 


Action 03/19/2008 HB2394 - An Act Relative to Bullet Proof Vests 

Action: H Accompanied study order Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security 
03/18/2008 HB2388 - An Act Enhancing Municipal Police Cooperation 
Action: H Accompanied study order Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security
** HB 2273  Authorizes public safety officials, including police, fire fighters, and medical personnel, who are exposed to the blood or other bodily fluids of a defendant in the course of their duties, to petition the court to order HIV or HLTV-III testing of the defendant; regulates the granting of said order.

** HB 2102  Requires persons convicted of certain crimes to submit to medical testing to determine the presence of HIV. Directs availability of said test results to the victim. Prohibits eligibility of tested person for parole, work release, educational release or transfer to any facility except a maximum or medium security facility until completion of said testing. Prohibits tested person from accruing credits for deductions for early release from their sentence until completion of said testing. 
03/18/2008 HB2384 - An Act to Prohibit Inappropriate Language Use by Sworn Law Officers. 
Action: H Accompanied study order Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security

03/18/2008 HB2376 - An Act Relative to the Destruction of Drugs Held by Police Departments. 
Action: H Accompanied study order Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security 


03/18/2008 HB2365 - An Act Further Regulating Persons Who Direct Traffic. 
Action: H Accompanied study order Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security

HB 783 An Act for a Healthy Massachusetts Safer Alternatives to Toxic Chemicals

	11/05/2007 – 
	H Reported favorably as amended by Joint Committee on Environment, Natural Resources and Agriculture (combined with SB558) 


Submits an act for a healthy Massachusetts safer alternatives to toxic chemicals; mandates the replacement of the use, manufacture, emission and distribution of the articulated priority toxic substances with the safest available alternatives; regulates the designation of a substance as a priority toxic substance; articulates various substances, including, but not limited to lead and formaldehyde; directs the department of environmental protection to establish action plans for each priority toxic substance which designates action steps and timelines for replacing each category of use; regulates the contents of said plans, including, but not limited to usage surveys, alternative products and implementation plans; articulates unacceptable alternatives, including, but not limited to those which contain known or probable human carcinogens; regulates the contents of implementation plans, including, but not limited to mitigation of negative economic impacts, deadlines for implementation and end date for use of said toxic substances; requires the completion of action plans within five years; directs said department to establish a priority toxic user registry; establishes and regulates the membership and operations of the safer alternatives oversight board; regulates the issuance of grants by said department relative to said provisions; regulates addition of substances to the priority toxics substance list; articulates provisions relative to enforcement and appeals of said provisions; establishes a fee on the sale or distribution of said substances in the commonwealth.
