Legislative Update

With the end of this formal legislative session quickly approaching I wanted you all to know where we stand with a number of issues that are germane to our association.

At the current time both the House and Senate have released their versions of the budget, which will now be headed to Conference Committee.  (HOUSE NAMES BUDGET CONFEREES: Reps. Robert DeLeo, Marie St. Fleur, and Viriato deMacedo)  (SENATE  NAMES BUDGET CONFEREES: Senators Steven Panagiotakos, Stephen Brewer, and Michael Knapik.)  If you have a relationship with ANY of these members please make a call on our Associations behalf.  Specifically, we are requesting that the Conference Committee adopt the House language that restores $300,000 of the $500,000 that was cut by the House and adopted by the Senate for the MPTC.   

Additionally, and just as importantly, we are strongly requesting that they adopt the Senate language that again earmarks “not less than $250,000 for police chief and command staff training”.  This language was removed in the House even though it has been in the budget for approximately 20 years.  

We are continuing to meet and work collaboratively with a number of individuals and disciplines to secure a permanent recurring funding source for the MPTC so that we don’t have to rely on the line item appropriation each year.  EOPSS continues to be a strong ally in this regard and Secretary Burke along with Undersecretary Schwartz deserve to be recognized for their efforts.  We will certainly continue to update and call on you for your assistance as this initiative draws closer.

There are a number of other budget issues that we are actively supporting including but not limited to, the Community Policing Grants and the Shannon Grants. 

As far as our individual bills are concerned we have had significant movement on HB 2285 which would empower Chiefs of Police to issue Licenses to Carry Firearms to their officers.  Thanks to Chief Sacco, from Medford, for making a call which got it rolling again and thanks to Chief L’Esperance from Salisbury for all his assistance.  HB 2285 is now in Third Reading and we expect further movement any day now.

HB 1981 would allow for the sale of property in the custody of a police department via Internet auctions. This has been reported out of committee with a favorable recommendation and we will continue to make every effort to shepherd this bill through by the close of this legislative session.

HB 3054 an act relative to the trafficking of Methamphetamine is still before the Judiciary Committee and has been extended by virtue of an extension order.  We believe this incredibly simple typographical error now has the attention of a number of constituents that can assist us in getting this rectified, including the Attorney General and the DA’s Association. 

SB 1342 an act providing for a special commission on police training. 

This bill mandates that a special “blue ribbon” commission be formed to evaluate police training, it shall investigate and study the current statewide law enforcement training program in an effort to assist in coordinating municipal law enforcement training and creating more efficient law enforcement facilities, staffing instruction and preparedness.  Specifically, the members of this commission are charged with the challenge of assisting us in locating and securing the recurring funding source for the MPTC. This bill has passed the Senate and is currently in the House and has been ordered to Third Reading.

SB 2716 an act to create a state 911 department, single 911 surcharge and an enhanced 911 fund.  Thanks to the Massachusetts Major City Chiefs Association and Senator Timilty this bill has been reported out of committee with a favorable recommendation and is currently in Senate Ways and Means.  We feel strongly that this bill will begin to move quickly in the near future.  This will significantly, finically, benefit every police department in the commonwealth, we will continue to update you and again ask for your assistance when appropriate. 

Finally, in regard to police details our Association has taken a number of steps to let not only the legislature understand our position but to pass that information forward to the Transportation Committee which is charged with the ultimate responsibility of publishing guidelines regarding the use of police officers on details. Before any decision is made the EOPSS will be provided an opportunity to offer suggestions in this regard, again at that time, we will stress our concerns and offer our expertise.  Below is the correspondence that we forwarded to the Transportation Committee regarding our input.  Additionally, Chief Sampson has appeared before some subset of this Committee to testify on our behalf.

Remember it’s your ability to contact your State Representatives and State Senators that make the absolute difference. Thank you for all your assistance!

On behalf of the Massachusetts Chiefs of Police Association, I would like to express our deep concern over the proposed language to restrict police officers from ensuring the public safety at public highway construction work sites.  Police Chiefs, Local Public Works and Municipal Officials already consider the following items when assigning officers to traffic:

1. Locations where officers are assigned are prioritized based on the volume of traffic, accident frequency, road conditions and availability of appropriate personnel.

2. When a Municipality has multiple simultaneous work sites, police supervisors are better able to coordinate traffic direction throughout the community.  While individual contractors only consider their specific construction job, local officials must coordinate the effects of one job on others in the same or the adjacent community. 

3.  In these difficult times of personnel shortages throughout the state, officers on traffic assignments not only give the appearance of higher visibility but they actually provide a ready source of trained personnel from which chiefs can draw immediate response during times of emergency.  You have received testimony from a number of organizations that have well documented cases of detail officers being called in to emergency service while assigned to traffic control.  The economic benefit to having hundreds of additional fully trained and equipped officers on the streets of the Commonwealth is not inconsequential.   

4. There is currently a shortage of police in Massachusetts communities at this time; any reduction in an officers ability to provide for their family will further reduce the number of quality officers coming into the profession.   Several previous speakers have referred to Massachusetts as being the only state that uses police officers for traffic control and this is not accurate.   Currently, within the New England region, Maine, Hew Hampshire, Connecticut and New York all use police officers at some construction sites. 

5. Work Zone safety has been a topic of recent studies throughout the country.  Studies in Indiana, Kentucky, Maryland, Virginia, Wisconsin, Michigan, and Missouri have indicated that the trend is to use more off duty police officers at work zones as there was a marked reduction in fatal accidents and personal injury accidents as a direct result of using uniform police officers at construction work zones.  In 2007, the International Chiefs of Police Association passed a resolution endorsing and supporting expanded work zone training on “Safe and Effective Use of Law Enforcement Personnel in Work Zones”.

6. In recognition of work zone dangers, the Massachusetts legislature recently passed legislation doubling the fine for speeding within a construction zone.  It is certainly a contradiction for public officials to now want to remove the only people authorized to enforce this life saving legislation.

7. There are serious questions on what the actual cost savings, if any, will really be to the Commonwealth after calculating the costs of pay, unemployment, health benefits and employer profits.    These are questions that can and should be answered in the public forum prior to any recommendations being made, so that all parties will have an opportunity to comment on your projections. 

8. When Public Road projects are currently awarded, there is a preconstruction meeting with Public works, the contractor, and local officials, especially representatives of the local police department.  The current process of having the appropriate local officials make traffic decisions in consultation with the contractors and local engineers makes good economic and common sense and is good public policy. 

It is unconscionable to think that the Department of Transportation believes that it has the ability to better determine the needs of an entire community while performing work in only a small section of a city or town.   The local Police Chief is responsible for ensuring the safety of the entire community which includes the effects of a specific worksite on the rest of our community.

We respectfully request that the Department of Transportation not issue any proposed regulations until it is capable of fully answering the legitimate questions that have been raised by the interested parties.

Thank you for your time and consideration in this matter. 

